


The Los Angeles County High School for the Arts 
The Opera Company @ LACHSA presents

Mansfield Park
 Chamber Opera in Two Acts

 Music by Jonathan Dove
Libretto by Alasdair Middleton

Based upon the novel by Jane Austen

Co-Directors: Suzanna Guzmán, Chris Hunter
Music Director: Chris Hunter

Musical preparation: Nina Serova
Conductor: Alan Mautner

Creative Team:



Student Crew: 
Light Board Operator: Lexi Roth 

Sound: Shireen Estolano-Sridharan
A2: Myles Williamson

Follow Spot Operator: Alex Delgado
Follow Spot Operator: Moe Tomlin 

ASM: Arod Rodriguez
ASM: Isaiah Flye

Crew: 
Production Stage Manager: Heno Fernandez 

Technical Director: Zakk Eginton
Sound Design: Martin Carrillo 
Lighting Designer: Bo Tindell 

Scenic Design: Daniel Czypinski
ATD / Master Carpenter: Armand Jahangiri

ATD: Vance Redmon
Costumes: Kathie Bretches – Met Educational Theatre

Makeup and Hair design: Brandi Strona 



CAST

Fanny Price ...................................................................Georgia Winston 
Lady Bertram ................................Natalia Gonzales / Coco D’Angelo
Sir Thomas Bertram ....................................Kai Wright / Micah Luna*
Maria Bertram .............................................. Ava Broneer  / Elyse Cain
Julia Bertram .....................................................Ruby Moncrieff-Karten
Edmund Bertram ................................Eugene Boyd / Archer Isaacson
Aunt Norris ........................................................Celia Edwards-Medina 
Mary Crawford .................................................................Margo Kuzina
Henry Crawford ..........................Kiernan McCafferty / Randy Damas
Mr. Rushworth ................................ Jayden Bluestein / Jesse McBride 
Footman ...........................................................................Hudson Barone 
Head Butler ................................................................Maximilian Matsu

*Understudy 

Flute..............................................................................Robert Ruvalcaba
Violins .................................................................Ethan Lin / Bea Devlin 
Oboe .............................................................................................Cora Ma 
Viola ................................................................................... Arian Cazares
Clarinet .......................................................................................Ian Fleck
Cellos ......................................................Pablo Elizalde / Sam Guevara
Horn................................................................................Ashley Interiano
Bass ....................................................................................Esteban Lindo
Trombone ..................................................................... Olivia Marhevka
Piano .......................................................................................Enni Harlan 
Percussion.................................................................... Robert Stevenson 



Act 1

Scene 1: Mansfield Park, Chapter One. The Bertrams Observed.

Scene 2: Chapter Two. First Impressions.

Scene 3: Chapter Three. Sir Thomas Bertram’s Farewell

Scene 4: Chapter Four. Landscape Gardening

Scene 5: Chapter Five. In the Wilderness

Scene 6: Chapter Six. Music and Astronomy

Scene 7: Chapter Seven. Lovers’ Vows

Scene 8: Chapter Eight. Persuasion

Scene 9: Chapter Nine. The Rehearsal Interrupted

Scene 10: Chapter Ten. Independence and Splendour, Or Twelve 
Thousand a Year

Scene 11: Chapter Eleven. A View of a Wedding, seen from the 
Shrubbery at Mansfield Park

-Intermission-
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Act 2

Scene 1: Volume Two, Chapter One. Preparations for a Ball

Scene 2: Chapter Two. A Ball

Scene 3: Chapter Three. A Proposal

Scene 4: Chapter Four. Some Correspondence

Scene 5: Chapter Five. Follies and Grottoes

Scene 6: Chapter Six. A Newspaper Paragraph

Scene 7: Chapter The Last



Some years before the novel opens, Sir Thomas Bertram has mar-
ried one of three sisters, who provides him with two sons and two 
daughters. The second of these sisters marries a clergyman by the 
name of Norris, who is rewarded with the living of the nearby 
church. They remain childless and the husband eventually dies, 
leaving his widow in straitened circumstances. For reasons of 
economy, Mrs Norris moves into the ‘big house’, becoming in-
creasingly bitter, and little more than a housekeeper and governess 
to her sister’s family. The third sister makes an unfortunate mar-
riage to an officer of marines and is condemned to a life of penury 
in Portsmouth, producing a succession of children who have little 
prospect of advancing to prosperity.

As the novel opens, the eldest of these children, Fanny Price, aged 
nine, is taken by her good-natured Bertram aunt to live at Mans-
field. This will ease the circumstances of the Price family, give the 
Bertrams a young assistant to help Mrs Norris, and may, perhaps, 
be of some advantage to Fanny herself.

As the opera opens, Fanny has grown to young adulthood. She is 
treated as a drudge by her aunt Norris, and tolerated by the Ber-
trams. She loves her cousin Edmund, who has always treated her 
with kindness. Sir Thomas sails for the Caribbean to sort out some 
difficulties on the family estates. In his absence, Maria, with her 
aunt Norris’s encouragement, becomes engaged to Mr Rushworth, 
an extremely rich idiot. The family meet the wealthy and attractive 
Henry and Mary Crawford, whose sister, Mrs Grant, is married to 
the late Rev Norris’s successor at the vicarage.

Plot Summary



Plot Summary
Maria becomes engaged to Mr Rushworth, attracted entirely by his 
wealth and position in society. To Fanny’s distress, Edmund is very 
attracted to Mary, who is, herself, not impressed by his desire to 
become a clergyman. The younger members of the household par-
ty decide to take to amateur theatricals, an episode orchestrated by 
young Thomas Bertram, the elder brother (omitted from the opera 
plot), who has taken to a dissolute lifestyle as a student. The play 
chosen is Lovers’ Vows, a popular work of 1798 by Elizabeth Inch-
bald, which Edmund and Fanny consider highly unsuitable because 
of the various compromising situations its plot contains. Just as the 
performance is about to start, Sir Thomas arrives back from Anti-
gua. He is appalled at what has occurred in his absence, all plans 
are halted, and the family is thrown into disarray.

The marriage of Maria Rushworth goes ahead, but is soon in trou-
ble, as she is very attracted to Henry Crawford. He, meantime, has 
recognised the great qualities that Fanny has developed, and pro-
poses to her. She rejects him and (in an episode omitted from the 
opera) is sent by Sir Thomas to her family in Portsmouth where the 
wretchedness of their circumstances will punish her for her per-
ceived ingratitude. She is only recalled to favour in order to pro-
vide support at Mansfield when Tom becomes dangerously ill as 
a result of his excesses. Maria Rushworth soon brings disgrace on 
the family by running off with Crawford. Mary’s callous, if prac-
tical, reaction to these various events helps Edmund to realise that 
he has been deceived by her, and he at last recognises that he loves 
Fanny. They marry, while Mrs Norris goes to live in seclusion with 
Maria, who has been abandoned by Crawford and faces social os-
tracism.



About Mansfield Park
Mansfield Park is a 2011 chamber opera in two acts by Jonathan Dove 
with a libretto by Alasdair Middleton based on the 1814 novel by Jane 
Austen. Initially composed for four handed piano, it has been set to music 
for 13 piece orchestral ensembles. Its world premiere was in Boughton 
House, UK.  July 30, 2011 and has since become a favorite of universities 
and small opera companies across the globe.  Mansfield Park tells the sto-
ry of Fanny Price, a poor relation to the wealthy Bertram Family of Man-
sfield Park Estate. At the age of 10 she is sent to live with them and over 
the years, she finds that true wealth comes from kindness, truth and love 
for the good people in our lives.

Jonathan Dove is an English composer of opera, choral works, plays, 
films, and orchestral and chamber music. He has arranged a number of op-
eras for English Touring Opera and the City of Birmingham Touring Op-
era, including in 1990 an 18-player two-evening adaptation of Wagner’s 
Der Ring des Nibelungen for CBTO.

Jonathan Dove’s music has filled opera houses with delighted audiences of 
all ages on five continents. Few, if any, contemporary composers have so 
successfully or consistently explored the potential of opera to communi-
cate, to create wonder and to enrich people’s lives.
 

About the Composer



Meet the Company

Eugene Boyd (Edmund Bertram) is a senior in the vocal music depart-
ment. This is his third year in the Opera Company at LACHSA, and his 
2nd in-person show. Some of his previous roles include Mark (Rent), Ram 
(Heathers), and Emcee (Cabaret). Eugene would like to thank Suzanna, 
Chris, Nina, and Heno for all of their hard work and dedication. He sends 
an additional thank you to Archer and Jesse for winning the class a day of 
boba!!! He hopes you enjoy the show :)

Randy Damas (Henry Crawford) is a Senior in the Vocal Music Depart-
ment. This is his first year in TOC and also his first in person show at 
LACHSA. Previous roles include Snoopy (You’re A Good Man Charlie 
Brown), Will Parker (Oklahoma), and will perform as Gaston in Beauty 
and the Beast next month with the Musical Theatre Production Ensemble 
at LACHSA. He’d like to thank all of the cast, crew, and instructors who 
made this show possible. 

Kiernan McCafferty (Henry Crawford) is a Senior in the Vocal Music 
Department and is excited to be doing another show after quarantine. He 
loves singing and making films and can’t wait to perform for you.

Georgia Winston (Fanny Price) is a Junior at LACHSA. This is her second 
year in TOC. Previous roles include Golde (Fiddler on the Roof), Fiona 
(Shrek), Maurice (Beauty and the Beast), and Veruca Salt (Charlie and the 
Chocolate Factory). She would like to thank her family and friends for be-
ing supportive and everyone in the opera company for being so fun.

Ava Broneer (Maria Bertram) is a junior in the vocal music department. 
This is her second year in TOC and first in person show. Previous roles in-
clude Fiona (Shrek), Anna (Frozen). Thanks to Chris, Nina, Heno, Suzan-
na, and a great cast for making this possible!



Meet the Company

Elyse Cain (Maria Bertrum/Rushworth) is an eleventh grader this year and 
a second year member of the TOC. Mansfield Park will be Elyse’s 6th show 
with credits including Gracie Shinn in The Music Man as well as a Pre-teen 
in training in Bye Bye Birdie Elyse would love to give thanks to her won-
derful family as well as everyone who helped to put this show together. 

Archer Isaacson (Edmund Bertram) is a junior in the vocal music depart-
ment. This is his third year in TOC and 2nd in person show. Previous roles 
include Tom Collins (RENT), and Zach (A Chorus Line). He would thank 
Chris, Suzanna, Nina, his family, his fellow opera people, and everybody in 
the world for this amazing show. 

Celia Edwards-Mendez (Aunt Norris) is a sophomore in the vocal music 
department. This is her first year in TOC and first in person show. Previous 
roles include Tracy (Hairspray), Pugsley (The Addams Family), and Sophie 
(Mamma Mia). She would like to thank Suzanna, Chris, Nina, Heno, and 
the rest of this wonderful cast for making this show possible!

Natalia Milagros Luna Gonzalez. (Lady Bertram) is a tenth year in the 
vocal music department. This is her first year in TOC and fourth in per-
son show.  Previous roles include Pueblo kid (Virgen de Guadalupe play at 
the Cathedral of Our Lady of the Angels), herself in (Caminos y canciones 
of the Gonzalez family), and Cinderella (Into the Woods). She would like 
to thank her wonderful family and friends for always being there and she 
would especially like to thank her brother Xol for always  helping her pow-
er through and for being her biggest supporter.



Meet the Company

Margo Kuzina (Mary Crawford) is a sophomore in the vocal music depart-
ment. This is his/her second year in TOC and first in person show. Previ-
ous roles include Drowsy Chaperone(The Drowsy Chaperone), Mrs.Ham 
(Noah’s Flood), Milady (The 3 Musketeers), Rapunzel (Into the Woods). 
She would like to thank Ms.Guzman, Mr.Hunter, Ms.Serova, and the in-
credibly talented cast. She hopes you enjoy the show!

Micah Angelo Luna (Sir Thomas) a Junior in the music department at 
LACHSA.  This is his third year in TOC and his third in person show.  Pre-
vious roles include, King Melchior in (Amahl and the Night Visitors), and 
pirate and Ensemble (Peter and Wendy).  He would like to thank his par-
ents for driving him to school and to all his rehearsals.

Jesse McBride (Mr. Rushworth) Is in 9th grade and in the Music Depart-
ment. This is his first year with TOC. He has previously done three years of 
the LA Opera summer camp. He also was in Carmen with the LA Opera as 
a supernumerary in the 2017-2018 season. He is excited to start his journey 
at LACHSA and in TOC.

Maximilian Matsu (Mr. Matsu) is a 10th grader in the vocal music depart-
ment. This is his 1st year in TOC and )(First) in person show with TOC. 
Previous roles include The street kids(La Boheme), (Ensemble) (Trip to the 
Moon). Thanks to (LACC).

Jayden Bluestein (Mr. Rushworth) is a sophomore in the music depart-
ment. This is his second year in TOC and his first in person show with the 
opera company. He would like to thank his mom for always supporting 
him, and Suzanna, Chris, and Nina for making the process leading up to 
the show very fun!



Meet the Company

Ruby Moncrieff-Karten (Julia Bertram) is a sophomore in the vocal music 
department. This is her second year in TOC and her first in person show. 
Her previous roles include Little Red (Into the Woods), Heather Duke 
(Heathers), and Reno Sweeney (Anything Goes),  She would like to thank 
Chris, Suzanna, Nina, and Heno for all their support, her parents for every-
thing, and the rest of the cast of Mansfield park!

Hudson Barone (Ensemble) is a 9th grader in the vocal music department. 
This is his first year in TOC and FIRST in-person show. Previous roles in-
clude Tobias (Sweeney Todd), Charlie (Willy Wonka Jr.), and Mr. Mayor 
(Seussical Jr.). I would like to thank my family and friends for supporting 
me and getting me to where I am today. 

Coco D’Angelo (Lady Bertram) is a tenth grader in the vocal music depart-
ment. This is her first year in TOC and fourth show in person. Previous 
roles include Young Fiona in Shrek the Musical, a dancer in the Lion King 
the Musical, and a school kid in La Boheme. She would love to give thanks 
to her incredibly supportive friends, wonderful father and mother, and 
family for making sure she does her best!

Kai Wright (Sir Thomas Bertram) is a freshman in the vocal music depart-
ment and he is excited to spend his first year at LACHSA in TOC. Previous 
roles he has played is Aladdin (Aladdin), Jean Valjean (Les Miserables), 
and Donkey (Shrek). He would like to thank all of his teachers and cast 
mates at TOC for a wonderful beginning to the school year and a great ex-
perience performing for the first time out of quarantine.



Creative Team

Suzanna Guzmán (Co-Director) Emmy winning, tv/radio host, director, 
Grammy nominated mezzo soprano has appeared as a principal soloist 
with orchestras and opera houses around the world including The Metro-
politan Opera, Los Angeles Opera, Seattle, Nice, Dresden, Houston, San 
Diego Operas.  A champion of new music, she has premiered lead roles for  
Michael Nyman, Daniel Catán, Giancarlo Menotti, Tobias Picker, Ian Kro-
use, and Jake Heggie, to name a few, Hosted the weekly PBS series OPEN 
CALL for over 52 episodes and in 2015 she was awarded the Edwin Lester 
Lifetime Achievement Award for service to Art and the Community. Visit 
www.suzannaguzman.com for more. 

Chris Hunter (Co-Director) Chris Hunter is an actor and singer based in 
Los Angeles. Selected credits include Orpheus (LA Opera Connects), La 
Boheme (Guild Opera), The Music Man (5 Star Theatricals), Shrek the Mu-
sical and The Secret Garden (3D Theatricals), The Little Mermaid (MTW), 
South Pacific (San Diego Musical Theatre), Sweeney Todd in Budapest, 
Hungary, Lost in the Stars (Los Angeles Chamber Orchestra), and he has 
also participated as a soloist in numerous concerts in both opera and mu-
sical theatre internationally. He holds a Bachelor of Arts in Vocal Perfor-
mance from UCLA, where he graduated Cum Laude.



Creative Team

Nina Serova (Music Preparation).  Music faculty at LACHSA since 2002, 
music coach and accompanist for The Opera Company (TOC), began her 
professional career after graduating with Master’s Degree in Performance 
and Pedagogy from National Music Academy in Kiev, Ukraine. (former 
Kiev State Conservatory). Ms. Nina Serova worked on music preparation 
as well as accompanied for the opera productions and solo/ensemble recit-
als for opera class students. Mansfield Park is the first after Covid full live 
production, led by Opera Director S.Guzman and co-director C. Hunter. 
Ms. Serova enjoys working with our production team, our very talented 
students and appreciates all the team effort and collaboration. 

Alan Mautner (Orchestra Director) – Mansfield Park marks Mr. Mautner’s 
40th production in his 23-year collaboration with the LACHSA Opera 
Class.  On faculty since 1990, Mr. Mautner conducts the LACHSA Sym-
phony Orchestra and String Ensemble as well as coaching string chamber 
music.  Mr. Mautner also conducts the Orchestras at Youth Orchestra Los 
Angeles (YOLA) at Torres and is the Music Director for the La Mirada 
Symphony.  As a cellist he has performed with artists such as James Taylor, 
Glen Campbell, McCoy Tyner and George Benson.  He has performed with 
the Pacific Symphony, Riverside Philharmonic and The Desert Sympho-
ny.  Mr. Mautner has no awards or recognitions, but his parents thought he 
turned out ok.



Notes from the Directors

Notes from Suzanna Guzmán, Director

Welcome to Mansfield Park!

This is TOC’s first production post pandemic! This production is in so 
many ways a beautiful reflection of our times. With its mores and propri-
eties, social distancing is naturally embedded in this Regency Era piece 
based on Jane Austen’s novel. A glance, a touch, between young people, 
very nearly the same age as our own performers, is scandalous, full of 
meaning and consequence.

Thank you to our Administration, our wonderful Principal John Lawler for 
ensuring our students were kept engaged, even on that old devil, Zoom, 
and to our chair, Michael Powers for diving into our madness with vig-
or and support, on top of 3AM feedings of the twins!  Thank you to Nina 
and Chris for the beautiful music preparation and to Maestro Mautner 
for his artistry and willingness to collaborate! Thank you to the LACHSA 
Foundation for all the support! To Barry Markowitz for making our stun-
ning graphics! To the parents for the meals, the schedule adjusting, the late 
nights! Especially thanks to Amy Broneer, Allison Bluestein and Cecille 
Chiu. We could not have done this without our creative team, Heno, Zakk, 
AJ, Daniel, Kathie, Sara, Martin and Bo. And finally  to the students. The 
sound of your voices singing this music, is a much needed balm for our 
spirits. 

So blessed to be with them, and you!

All best,
Suzanna



Notes from the Directors

Notes from Chris Hunter – Music Direction

Mansfield Park, an opera based on the Jane Austin novel of the same name, 
was composed by Johnathan Dove in 2011. Dove has written more than 30 
operas, and many more choral compositions. Mansfield Park is written for 
a large cast with no ensemble. That being said, Dove uses the large prin-
cipal cast as an ensemble throughout the show. In fact, many of the most 
beautiful moments of this score are when everyone is singing together.

Originally Mansfield Park was composed for two pianos, but in 2013 the 
Grange Festival commissioned an arrangement for a 13-piece chamber en-
semble. This is the arrangement you will hear in this performance. 

I hope you enjoy this score as much as I do. 

Chris Hunter

Armand Jahangiri
Meredith Greenberg and the CSULA Scenic shop 

The Los Angeles Theatre Center, LA Opera Connects
The LACHSA Music Parents Organization
Michael Powers, Music Department Chair

John Lawler, Principal
Debra Duardo, Superintendent of Schools

Special Thanks




